Absolute Power

Rise of the ______________________
I. Background

A. Geography

1. Due to _______________ terrain Japanese societies were originally left isolated.

2. The ________ kept Japan protected but also isolated.

a. Gave them time to develop cultural identity.

b. Could take what they wanted from _______ and ____________.

c. Sea served as trading routes.

d. Being on the Ring of Fire and fear of _____________ made the Japanese respect nature.

B. Society

1. Early Japanese were divided into clans called ____.

2. Each clan had a patron ____________.

a. Women could be clan leaders.

b. Women thus must have had respected positions.

3. The _______________ Clan

a. Came to dominate all clans around 500 C.E.

b. Claimed direct descent from the _______ goddess and thus chose the rising sun as their symbol.

c. Emperors were eventually believed to be divine and gods on earth.

d. Even the emperor of Japan today traces his roots to the ____________ clan.

C. Religion- __________________
1. Nature spirits.

2. Still practiced today.

D. Contact with __________ and ___________
1. Wars

2. Trade

3. _____________ from __________
4. Selective borrowing from Tang- _______ Period

a. Writing

b. Art

c. Architecture

d. Customs- __________________
5. Japanese emperors claimed titles of ______________________ thus absolute power.

II. Japanese ___________________
A. Emperors of the _________________ court eventually would have challengers that came from local noble clans.

B. As in medieval Europe, though the Emperor had titles, local warlords or ______________ held true power.

C. ___________________ set up the first of three _____________ that would rule Japan for 700 years.

1. ____________ depended on local armies for support called daimyos.

2. ______________ depended on samurai aristocracy (ones who serve) armies.

a. Code of _____________- Way of the Warrior- emphasized honor, bravery, absolute loyalty.

b. A _____________ who betrayed the code had to commit _______________ rather than live with dishonor.

3. Roles of Women

a. At first noble women even became samurai.

b. Eventually women were expected to follow their husband’s strict codes of living and obedience.

4. Peasants, Artisans, Merchants

a. Peasants were foot soldiers for _______________ and were expected to work the land.

b. Artisans made goods for the _________________.

c. Merchants were at first the lowest class but would emerge to higher status.

D. Mongol Invasions

1. ________________ sent 30,000 troops to take Japan but the fleet was destroyed by a _____________.
2. Another and larger force was sent but it was destroyed by another ______________.

3. The Japanese credited the ____________ or divine winds for their survival. 

4. Japanese now saw themselves as those who enjoyed the special protection of the Gods.

III. The _______________________________
A. After years of infighting during the ________________________________________ defeated his rivals to become _____________.

B. The ______________ would rule from 1600-1868.

C. Centralized Feudalism- kept structure but imposed government control.

1. Daimyo had to live at the Shogun’s castle every other year and the Daimyo’s family had to remain in _______ (Tokyo) full time.

2. Daimyo could not marry or repair castles without permission.
3. New laws or samurai and lower classes.

4. Women were forced to submit to strict social laws.

D. Expanded _______________
1. With peace, the economy grew.

2. Food surpluses grew.

3. Trade flourished.

a. Merchants gained power.

b. Merchants married into samurai families.

E. _______________________ and Japanese Culture

1. Promoted meditation, devotion, and duty.

2. Contradictory traditions.

a. Free one’s mind vs. study.

b. Peace vs. Samurai killing.

c. Freedom vs. Authority.

3. Ritualistic

a. _______________
b. Tea ceremonies

c. Art

d. Precise performance

F. Art

1. Theatre

a. ______________
b. Bunraku

2. Literature

a. Stories

b. Poems- _________________
3. Painting and Print

a. ___________________________
b. Woodblock prints

