Empires of Expansion and Interaction

The Church and The Holy Roman Empire
I. The Church and Medieval Life
A. Church Life
1. Priests

a.  Was the only contact people had with the Church- (Pope).

b. Administers the sacraments

c. Preached the gospels and guided morality and ritual.

2. Village Church

a. Social center and even sometimes the school.

b. Supported by tithes- tax equal to tenth of income.

c. Life was based around the church calendar.

3. Women

a. Seen as the easily led into sin thus needed the guidance of men.
b. Church protected women but also punished them severely.

B. Monks and Nuns

1. Benedictine Rule

a. Rules to regulate monastic life.

b. Vows of obedience, poverty, and chastity.

2. Service

a. Provided for the sick and hungry.

b. Translation and record keeping.

c. Convent for women.

II. Power of the Church 

A. Church and Feudal Society

1. Became the most powerful secular force in medieval Europe.

a. Papal Supremacy- authority over all secular rulers.

b. Enforced religious authority.

i. Canon Laws- Church laws and courts.

ii. Excommunication

iii. Interdict

2. Force for Peace- Tried to end many feudal wars.
B. Church Reform

1. Priest became rich.

2. Cluniac Reforms

a. Revise Benedictine Rule

b. Nobles could not interfere with the church.
c. Only those with true religious pursuits could join the church.

d. Others such as Francis of Assisi, Dominic, and the Beguines promoted reform.

III. The Holy Roman Empire

A. Combined lands of France and Germany under Charlemagne

B. Otto I in 936 worked closely with the church as the King of Germany.

1. Later he was crowned emperor and his successor’s took the name, Holy Roman Emperor.
2. Holy because they were crowned by the Pope.

3. Roman because they saw themselves as heirs to the Roman emperors.

a. This would cause friction on who appoints church officials, clergy or rulers.

b. Emperors still had problems controlling their vassals.

C. Conflict between Popes and Emperors

1. Pope Gregory VII- Banned the practice of lay investiture.

a. Created enemies.

b. Only the pope had the right to appoint and install bishops in office.

2. Emperor Henry IV

a. Stated that the church was given royal fiefs by the lords and vassals thus they should be able to appoint officials.

b. Many nobles saw this as an opportunity to rebel against Henry.

D. Henry is excommunicated

1. Henry is forced to make peace as his nobles fled his rule and Gregory was going to crown a new emperor.

2. Later, Henry took revenge on Gregory and led an army to Rome and forced Gregory into exile.

E. Struggle for Italy
1. Frederick I or Barbarossa, a German, wanted to take northern Italy.

2. Frederick I did manage to marry his son to a southern Italian heiress thus entangling Italy and Germany.

3. Frederick II clashed with Popes and with the northern Italian nobles.

4. By focusing in on Italy, Germany remained fragmented.

5. Unlike England and France, Germany would remain fragmented for another 600 yrs.

6. Southern Italy was in turmoil due to uprising, French involvement, and Frederick’s heirs.

IV. Height of Church Power

A. Pope Innocent III

1. Claimed supremacy over all other rulers.

2. Clashed with every major European ruler, and came out on top.

3. Launched a holy war against the Albigensians who wanted to return the church in southern France to early Christianity and tens of thousands were slaughtered.
4. England and France would rise to challenge Papal power after Innocent’s death.

