Age of  Absolutism

________________________
I. Background-  From the 1560’s to 1590’s wars between __________________ (French Protestants) and ______________ majority tore France apart.  
II. __________________
A. _______________ prince who inherited the French throne.  

B. Converted to ______________ to appease the majority.

C. Issued the ____________________- granted religious toleration and let the _________________ fortify their own towns and cities.

D. Wanted to heal his shattered lands.

1. Royal officials administered justice.

2. Improved roads.

3. Built Bridges.

4. Revived Agriculture.
5. ________________________________
III. _________________
A. Henry was assassinated and ________________ inherited the throne at age nine.

B. At age 23, after nobles tried to reassert themselves on the throne, ________________ appointed Cardinal ________________________ as his chief minister.

IV. _______________________
A. He had been trained all his life to be a leader and to serve the King.

1. His parents invited the king of France to his christening promising him that someday _________________ would lead France.

2. Trained as a military officer and a bishop.

B. Goals of a ____________, ____________, and _________________ leader.

1. Destroy power of __________________ because they were a constant threat to the crown, yet allowing them to continue to practice ___________________.

2. Defeated local noble ___________ and private ____________ as well as destroying their castles and fortifications.

3. While reducing noble independence, he gave them administrative jobs tied to the _________________ and army.

4. Named his successor, Cardinal ________________, to continue his work.  ______________ would advise ______________ for eighteen years before he died.
5. All of this extended royal power and absolutism.

V. ________________________________
A. Absolute Monarchies-  

1. A more tightly-centralized national government: the growth of the absolute monarch is regarded by many historians as the origin of the modern state.

2. Key elements of national government should be solely in the hands of the monarch: ________________________________________________________________________________
3. Problems with this?

a. Take control out of the hands of nobles.  

i. _______________ seized control of national taxes which formerly were collected by nobles.
ii. Appointed _____________, who were often wealthy middle class men, to administer policy.  This kept the middle class happy.

b. Take control out of the hands of the church and church divisions.  

i. ________________ rules with ____________ right.
ii. Overturns ______________________ and persecutes Protestants.
c. Takes control out of the hands of legislative bodies (This would lead to the French revolution which marks the end of Absolutism).  
i. Louis never calls the ________________________, France’s legislative body, into order.
ii. Exiles parliament members if they tried to tried to veto his legislation.

d. Takes control of the economy.

i. _______________________, Louis’s finance minister, expanded French wealth in trade, farming, and colonies.

ii. Still not enough though to pay for the foreign wars and _____________ royal court.

B. The beginning of the reign of _____________________ is seen as the beginning of the Age of _____________.

C. Literature

1. ______________________- Kings rule by will of God so that the king could guide and protect society.

2. _________________________________- Kings had a responsibility to act in the best interest of society.  Though he has absolute rule, it is not arbitrary rule.
D. ____________________- “Model” Monarch

1. Many countries and monarchs turned to him as a model.

2. Invented “theater” of national government- demonstrates power and benevolence of the monarch.
3. _________________
a. Greatest “Home-court” advantage in the world at the time.

b. All nobles had to “visit” _______________.  Nobles tried to gain favor with ___________, competing to see who could put his slippers on or off.
c. By luring nobles here, they were not a threat to ___________ in their native lands.  They were given preferential treatment such as protected rights and not paying taxes.

d. _______________ had over 1300 rooms and countless fountains…yet no ____________.
e. ______________ is to have said, “All this magnificence comes at a price, the kitchen is so far away from your apartments that the food arrives cold.”  

f. Louis was also a strong supporter of art, music, theater, and architecture.

E. Success and Failure

1. Success- 

a. Ruled for ______ years and during that time French customs replaced that of the Renaissance as the standard for Europe.

b. Gained many territories for France.

2. Failures

a. Poured vast resources into foreign wars.

b. ____________ life cost money.

c. Lost the war of _______________- Treaty of Utrecht- France and Spain had to remain separate.

d. ______________________ persecution costs France a valuable part of their economy.  

V.  French Decline-  France declined under ______________ due to bad harvests, heavy taxes, weakened economy, and lack of strong leadership.

