New World Views:

Exploration and Interaction in Africa

I. Background Information

A.  Egypt- Early/Classical Empire of Africa.

B.  Nubia- Not as popular as Egypt but actually quite advanced and even 
    

      had taken over Egypt at one point.

C.  Roman influence in the North.

D.  Islam spreads to North and East Africa through conquering invaders 
                 or trade.
    II.  Kingdoms of West Africa


A.  Salt and Gold


1.  Dominated the Sahara trade.


2.  Linked the savanna to the forest regions in the south to the Sahara,

     Mediterranean and the Muslim world.

B.  Ghana- Land of Gold


1.  In between the trading routes of 


     salt and gold.


2.  Two capitals



a.  First where the palace was.



b.  Second where merchants developed a center of trade.


3.  Islam- Became dominant.


4.  Taken over by Mali
C.  Mali


1.  Founded by Sundiata who took 


     control of gold trading routes.


2.  Timbuktu became a great learning


      and trade center.


3.  Mansa Musa 



a.  Expanded the empire.



b.  Converted to Islam.



c.  By engaging in the Hajj built alliances with Muslim empires.

D.  Songhai


1.  Emerges as Mali declines.


2.  Between Sonni Ali and Askia Muhammad Timbuktu thrived and 


     the empire expanded using like others before, trading routes to gain


     influence.


3.  After civil war and the arrival of gun powder, they were defeated


     and West Africa was now splintered.

4. Once West Africa was in pieces and the arrival of Europeans looking 
       for wealth, the slave trade takes hold of Western Africa.

III.  Trading States of East Africa


A. Axum



1.  Descendents of African farmers and Jewish traders.



2.  Traded with the Muslim and Indian states.



3.  Everything from gold and ivory were traded for spices, linens, and 
                 olive oil. 



4.  Spread of Christianity




a.  King Ezana converts to Christianity.




b.  Becomes isolated from the Muslim trading routes.




c.  Judeo-Christian traditions still thrive today in Ethiopia.  


B.  Major trading centers of the East Coast.



1.  Mogadishu, Manlindi, Mombasa, Kilwa, Lamu, and Zanzibar.


2.  Great blend of African, Muslim, and Asian cultures.

C.  Great Zimbabwe



1.  Built great stone palaces.



2.  Great trading center as well as a center for manufacturing.



3.  By 1500 due to civil war and over-farming as well as 


     Portuguese traders looking for gold, Great Zimbabwe 


     crumbled.
IV.  Turbulent Centuries in Africa

A.  European Outposts- Originally just a place to fix ships, get water, and trade


      for gold.  


B.  Slaves became a needed commodity for the Spanish in the Americas.



1.  African rulers would trade slaves from other tribes for luxury goods.


2.  As more people settled in the “New World”, the demand for


     slavery increased.

C.  Triangular Trade



1.  Africa- luxury goods and guns for slaves.



2.  West Indies- slaves for sugar and other goods.



3.  Europe or colonies- Sugar and other goods for guns and luxury 



     goods.


D.  African resistance



1.  Some try against the slave trade but too profitable for many.



2.  Some play Europeans against one another to protect their own 



      interests.




3.  Some looked for help from Muslims or became part of the Islamic 


     world.




4.  Some went to war with the Europeans and in the end, most lost.

