Age of Absolutism

__________________________
“The Holy Roman Empire was neither holy, nor Roman, nor an empire.”









Voltaire

I. Beginnings

A. Early 1600’s the states under the ___________________ who had been chosen by other princes, or electors, had little power to control this area.
B. ____________ divided the ___________ states where the north was largely ____________ and the south was largely _________________.

C. Begins in _____________, present day Czech Republic, where the ________________ king Ferdinand sought to suppress Protestants and assert control over the nobles.

1. 1618 _________________________- rebellious nobles threw two royal officials out of a castle window in Prague.

2. Sparked general revolt which Ferdinand tried to suppress but the conflict sparked a general European war.

3. Ferdinand was elected Holy Roman emperor and with the support of Spain, Poland, and other Catholics tried to roll back the _______________.

4. Early victories for Ferdinand made Protestant ________________ and the Netherlands to send troops into Germany.
5. Though its roots started in religion, ties soon turned towards self interest, such as Catholic France united with Lutheran Sweden.
II. Brutal Conflict- Fighting took a terrible toll on Europe.

A. Armies of ___________________ burned villages, destroyed crops, tortured, and raped innocent people.

B. Murder and torture were followed by famine and disease- ________ started to roam former busy streets looking for sick and dying people.

C. Severe depopulation of Europe- _______ of the people in Germany died as a result of the war.

III. Peace-1648 combatants accepted a series of treaties known as The Peace of __________________.

A. __________ emerged as a clear winner gaining territory in Spain and Germany.

B. __________________ were the biggest loser, all the princes in the territory gained independence.  

C. Netherlands and Swiss Federation (Switzerland) won recognition as independent states.

D. ________________ was divided into 360 separate states, though officially under the Holy Roman Emperor, would remain divided for the next ________ years.

